
INTO THE LIGHT
RICHMOND GATEWAY THEATRE SOCIETY
2021-2022 ANNUAL REPORT



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Greetings from the Mayor
Mission & Values
Welcome Message
Gateway Theatre's 2021-2022 Impact
Artistic Offerings

GATEWAY THEATRE 2021-22 ANNUAL REPORT2

Songs of Summer
Hallows' Eve Pop-up Theatre
S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Play Readings
A Broadway Holiday
Into the Light
Certified
In Wonderland

Education
Community Rentals
Board of Directors & Staff
Academy Faculty & Volunteers
Supporters, Funders & Donors
Financial Statements

3
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
20

Cover images: Into the Light (2022). Created by Marina Szijarto & Stephanie Wong.



OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES

To enrich the quality of life in Richmond and surrounding communities by creating
outstanding professional theatre and a dynamic hub for the performing arts.

We engage in long term and reciprocal relationship building with patrons and our
community
We actively participate in our community
We are committed to openness and inclusivity
We acknowledge our past whilst building our future and commit to ongoing
responsiveness and adaptation
We hold ourselves accountable, as an organization, to our community and to our values
We see Performing Arts as essential and as our primary means of expression
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GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR
On behalf of City Council and the residents of Richmond, I
would like to extend sincere greetings to all the readers of
the Richmond Gateway Theatre Society 2021-2022 Annual
Report. The Gateway Theatre is one of the largest theatre
companies in Metro Vancouver and Richmond’s only live
professional theatre.

I would like to acknowledge the work that the Gateway has
recently undertaken to begin to adapt and change with the
times, looking for new ways to connect with Richmond’s 

varied and culturally diverse residents. The new initiatives are exciting and progressive, and
I commend the board and staff for their work. 

Thank you to all the volunteers, society members, and staff for your strong commitment to
the Gateway Theatre. Best wishes for continued success! 

Malcolm D. Brodie
Mayor



WELCOME MESSAGE
During the 2021/2022 year, we started to welcome more patrons back in person, and our
focus at Gateway was connecting with our community in new ways. As our report outlines,
this took the form of different kinds of artistic offerings, events for new audiences, and
artistic experiences in novel locations. Meanwhile, our Academy programming proceeded
throughout the pandemic, and spring 2022 saw the welcome return of many community
rental events.

As an addition to Gateway’s traditional productions, our new artistic offerings engaged a
broader representation of the Richmond community, increasing people’s awareness of us
and of the pleasure that the live performing arts bring to all our lives. Whether it was
outdoor concerts, a pop-up Hallowe’en stage at Aberdeen Centre, or an immersive Lunar
New Year lantern installation, this was a year of joyful experimentation.
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Patrons enjoying a live performance in the Gateway Theatre Grove at Songs of Summer (2021).



GATEWAY'S 2021-2022 IMPACT
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5 SHOWS

36 PERFORMANCES

2 COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

615 ATTENDEES

8 COMMUNITY EVENTS

2,241 ATTENDEES

ARTISTIC OFFERINGS

COMMUNITY RENTALS

504 HOURS DELIVERED

208 YOUTH ENGAGED

EDUCATION

3,223 ATTENDEES



SONGS OF SUMMER

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS

Featuring local performing artists, Amanda Sum, Tiana Jung, and Jason Sakaki, these
sunset serenades reunited Gateway audiences with the joy of live performance in the
Gateway Theatre Grove, a pleasant patch of grass just outside the theatre.

JULY 10 & AUGUST 14, 2021

A very enjoyable evening, supporting the arts and local talent. A wonderful
night!” – Patron

Well run, beautiful night, great to see these young performers in such an intimate
setting.” – Patron
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Patrons enjoying live music at Songs of Summer (2021).



HALLOWS' EVE

Our free, family-friendly event event brought the whimsical world of Hallows’ Eve to life.
This life-size re-creation of last year’s Hallows’ Eve paper theatre kit included a cast full of
fun-loving, adventurous characters and brought the Halloween spirit to the Gulf of Georgia
Cannery and Aberdeen Centre. Families created magical moments as they stepped into
this enchanting set, beautifully illustrated by local artist Keely O'Brien.

OCTOBER 23, 24, 30, AND 31, 2021

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS
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A family posing with the Hallows' Eve pop-up theatre at Aberdeen Centre (2021).



S.U.C.C.E.S.S. PLAY READINGS

Gateway Theatre hosted three online play readings for S.U.C.C.E.S.S language learning
levels 7 and 8. Each class had the opportunity to read excerpts from JD Derbyshire's play
Certified, which was presented at Gateway Theatre in Studio B in March, 2022. Students
read the play’s script, discussed the play's topics, and practiced their public speaking skills.
Through the play reading, students engaged with relevant themes of mental health, peer
support, and self-discovery.

NOVEMBER 17 AND 22, 2021
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Staff and students at the S.U.C.C.E.S.S. Play Reading (2021).

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS



A BROADWAY HOLIDAY

In December 2021, we treated patrons to festive hits "Let it Snow", "Sleigh Ride", "White
Christmas", and more from popular Broadway shows. Performed by seven talented singer-
musicians, A Broadway Holiday celebrated everything we love about Broadway, the holiday
season, and most importantly, being together in-person at our beloved theatre once again.

Created by Christopher King & Barbara Tomasic, Musical Direction by Jenny Andersen, Stage Direction by Barbara Tomasic

It’s a really nice mix of what this season is about—things like food, being together,
generosity and kindness, but also celebrating the music from these Broadway
shows.” – Richmond Sentinel

We loved the music and the professional singers & musicians really brought the fun
holiday spirit to us during the pandemic. Thank you to Gateway staff for bringing
this show to our community.” – Patron

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS
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Cast of A Broadway Holiday (2021). Production Design by Sophie Tang. Costume Design by Melicia Zaini. 
Photo by David Cooper.

DECEMBER 16-23, 2021



INTO THE LIGHT

Into the Light was an all ages, immersive, walk-through experience that brought a unique
approach to Lunar New Year, a holiday celebrated by many in the Richmond community.
Attendees were immersed in the ancient tale of the sea-monster Nian (年), and embarked on
a journey through the darkness and fear, into celebration and light.

Loved it! I loved that there was an overview of the story at the beginning before the
walk-through. I enjoyed the tangible experience of making a lantern and
metaphorically creating my own light. And I was pleasantly surprised there was a
shrine and the basket of red envelopes was a nice touch to exit with.”   – Patron

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS
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Into the Light (2022). Created by Marina Szijarto & Stephanie Wong.

Created by Marina Szijarto & Stephanie Wong

FEBRUARY 18-20, 2022



CERTIFIED

In Certified, comedian and certified insane person JD Derbyshire turned the audience into a
mental health review board in this memoir-play, breaking the stigma around mental health. It
was an irreverent, fun, hilarious, and heart-aching journey through the mental health system
in Canada.

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS

JD Derbyshire's Certified brought me closer to a section of population that I know
so little about. The performance was engaging, and there was no one second that I
wasn't captivated by their story.”– Patron

Certified was exactly the type of theatre we expect from a venue like the Gateway
Theatre. It was intimate, engaging, surprising and dynamic theatre excellently
performed.” — Patron
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JD Derbyshire in Certified (2022). Lighting Design by Jillian White. Photo by Ben Laird.

Written and performed by JD Derbyshire, Directed by Roy Surette

MARCH 8-19, 2022



IN WONDERLAND

To close our 2021-2022 season, we delighted audiences with the BC premiere of In
Wonderland, produced by Alberta Theatre Projects. In this imaginative and contemporary
retelling of Lewis Carroll’s classic novels, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the
Looking Glass, three actors Sarah Roa, Natascha Girgis, and Graham Percy fantastically
portrayed the story’s iconic characters, transforming right before the audiences' eyes.

2021-2022 ARTISTIC OFFERINGS

Extremely well done, the acting was fantastic, and the interpretation of the story
beautifully done. Amazing role changes of the actors, also very humorous.” –
Patron

Great show! Between 2 and 65 years old, we all enjoyed the show. It was an
exciting evening.”  — Patron
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Graham Percy, Natascha Girgis, Sarah Roa in In Wonderland (2022). Set & Costume Design by Hanne Loosen. 
Lighting Design by Alexandra Prichard. Photo by Ben Laird.

By Anna Cummer, Directed by Haysam Kadri

APRIL 7-16, 2022



EDUCATION
In 2021-2022, we were delighted to increase the capacity of our programs, while ensuring
the safety of our students and instructors. We reintroduced our Secondary School Outreach
Program by serving four drama classes in one session. Participating schools attended the
same matinee performance of In Wonderland, followed by an active exclusive post-show
talkback focused on careers in theatre with artists and Gateway staff. 

Our Academy program expanded class sizes, offering Acting and Musical Theatre summer
camps and Fall/Winter sessional classes. We successfully introduced accompanists who
augmented our musical theatre classes. Thanks to them and our instructors, our students
grew their ensemble, acting, singing and dancing skills, and built confidence. Each summer
camp culminated in a presentation, and each sessional class culminated in an Open Studio,
where families had the opportunity to participate in class.

Gateway Academy programs have always provided our kids with positive theatrical
experiences in both Acting and Musical Theatre. They have enjoyed their classes
thoroughly and applied some of the skills they learned in other avenues of their
lives.” – Academy Parent
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Gateway Academy provides a wonderful environment for [youth] to shine, offering a
safe space for them to express their creativity and push their comfort levels with
individual performance, collaborative works, and ensemble pieces.”  
– Academy Parent

Academy Summer Camps presentation (2021).Musical Theatre presentation (2022).



COMMUNITY RENTALS

Canada Chain Commerce and Cultural Association
City of Richmond – Arts Awards
City of Richmond – Sports Awards
Dance Co.
Defy Gravity Dance Company
Richmond Delta Youth Orchestra
Vancouver Academy of Dance
Vancouver XiMu Musical Arts Academy

The last time we hosted community rentals was in 2019. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we were not able to host rentals in 2020 and 2021. In the first half of 2022, we
were thrilled to finally welcome back our community rental partners to Gateway Theatre. We
operated at reduced capacity and observed health guidelines according to government
guidelines, ensuring the safety of our community partners and patrons. Although we could
not accommodate all requests as a result of this, it was amazing to see and collaborate
with some members of our rental community. In the 2022-2023 year, we hope to work with
and welcome more of our community partners and patrons into the theatre.

We are grateful to have collaborated with: 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Clayton Rubinstein
Debbie Musil
Diane Purvey, Chair
Fiona Gan, Treasurer 
Jacqueline Ho, Secretary

Avrel Zimmerman Festinger
Ayomide Gbadamosi
Barbara Tomasic
Caitlin Fysh
Camilla Tibbs
Cecilia Chen
Christopher “Mac” MacLeod
Darren John
Emily Schoen
Jasmine Chen
Jessica Wong
Johnny MacRae
Lauren Stewart
Lisa Brown
Lynn Zhou
Marnie Wilson
Mary Cantelon
Masha Birkby
Mesfin Ayalew
Mirjana Galovich
Oona Iverson
Paul Bartlett
Queena Leung
Renee Fajardo
Ruth McIntosh
Samara Van Nostrand
Susan Tarrant
Wendy Tsui
Yanting Qiu
Yusely Chan

Chak Au, City Council Liaison

Jane Fernyhough
Jonathan Wong
Julia Kwan
Kali McAndless
Veronica Armstrong

STAFF
Programs Assistant
Marketing Coordinator
Director of Artistic Programs
Artistic Producer
Executive Director
Front of House Attendant
Production Services Associate
Venue Technician
Box Office Supervisor
Artistic & Community Producer
Box Office Supervisor
Administrator
Venue Technician
Front of House Supervisor
Finance Manager
Publicist
Venue Technician
Production Services Manager
Building Services Associate
Director of Audience & Revenue Development
Patron Services Manager
Building Services Supervisor
Accounting Clerk
Programs Coordinator
Education Manager
Associate Manager
Fund Development Manager
Marketing Manager
Associate, Marketing & Fund Development
Front of House Supervisor
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ACADEMY FACULTY
Amanda Testini
Emily Jane King
Eri Kikuchi, Accompanist
Julia Ullrich
Mac Gordon
Malissa Palliyaguru
Manami Hara
Nathan Kay
Nicola Davies, Accompanist
Raugi Yu
Rebecca Paulding

Abhay Kesarkar
Anna Dalupan
Annie Cheung
Annie Coblin
Ashley Newcomb
Barb Ingram
Barbara Stokes
Beryl Aconley
Bonita Ruttkay
Bonnie Baker
Bonnie Goss
Brigitte Knapen
Cathy Willis
Cecelia Holcapek
Chris Steele
Dominic Lai
Doug Symons
Elizabeth Waroway
Ellen Wong
EveLynne Gilmore
Francoise Varnes
Fraser Muir
Gail Waller
Glenda Sherlock
Grace Jampolsky
Ina Kuramoto

VOLUNTEERS
Isabel Kurzawski
Jackie D'Souza
Jane Wong
Jason Villareal
Joyce Dubin
Juanji Bernardo
Judy Westacott
Kajal Kajal
Karen Shimokura
Kary Taylor
Kelin Tan
Lauren Craze
Lesley Walker
Margaret Stutt
Marge Symons
Marilyn Piccinin
Martina Tang
Meg Comiskey
Michelle Jackson
Nazira Saferali
Neil Ma
Nettie Aronius
Odette Rivers
Paula Boleen
Peter D'Souza
Rosemary Ng

Ruth Archer
Ruth Reeves
Sandy Harvell
Sarjit Sekhon
Shoshana Hofman
Sonja Hill
Sue Tucker
Suriya Naser
Susan Watson
Suzanne Wu
Taya Girard
Teresa Ko
William Kerr
Yee Louis
Yesha Quijote
Yojay Gamueda
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SUPPORTERS
Thank you for supporting Gateway Theatre through another special year. We are extremely
grateful to each and every one of you for your continued support and contributions which
enable us to thrive. Thanks to government support on the municipal, provincial, and federal
level, and support from foundations, corporate donors and individual donors, Gateway
Theatre can continue to serve our beloved community.

Your financial help ensures that we can continue to provide the innovative, entertaining, and
thought-provoking shows and events that our community has come to expect, as well as
continue to provide a space for youth to build their talent, confidence and creative voice.
Thank you again for being a big part of the Gateway Family. We couldn’t do it without you.
You are our heroes! 

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS
The City of Richmond
BC Arts Council
Canada Council for the Arts
Department of Canadian Heritage
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada
Metro Vancouver 
Province of British Columbia

FOUNDATIONS
Averbach Foundation
Edith Lando Foundation
Lohn Foundation        
Louie Family Foundation
McAndless Foundation
RBC Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
Courtyard Gardens
Dorset Realty
G & F Financial 
Gilmore Gardens
Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU)
M & M Food Market
Oomomo Japan Living
PLLR
Richmond Chinatown Lions Club
Rotary Club of Richmond
TD Bank
Trail Appliances
Wynford Strata Management

Volunteer Program Sponsor
Community Sponsor
Community Sponsor
Volunteer Program Sponsor
Creative Team Sponsor - Songs of Summer
Creative Team Sponsor - A Broadway Holiday
Creative Team Sponsor - Hallows' Eve
Community Sponsor
Community Sponsor
Community Sponsor - Gateway Academy
Presenting Sponsor
Creative Team Sponsor - Songs of Summer
Academy Bursary Program

IN-KIND DONORS
Anna’s Cake House
Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Patron's Circle 
$2,500+

Anne & Tom Green

Director's Circle 
$1,000 - $2,499
Betty Goodwin
Jacqueline Ho
Diane Purvey
Camilla Tibbs
John & Gail Watson

Producer 
$500 - $999
Chak Au
J.W. Beggs
Paula & Gordon Boleen
Elsie & Audrey Jang Fund
Tony Kimble
Kuramoto Family Fund
Ian & Marg MacLean
Lynne Perreault & Kjell Magnussen
Patricia & Chris Tipple
Anonymous (1)

Star 
$250 - $499

Loretta & Daniel Bogert-O'Brien
Judith Coffin
Don & Denise Dale
Jane Fernyhough & Tony Davies
Fiona Gan
Ruth Goodchild
Rita L. Irwin
Keith Liedtke & Elizabeth Doyle
Kali McAndless
Alma McDonald
Debbie Musil
Peter & Valerie Reynolds
Helena Zhu

Feature Player 
$100 - $249

Donald Anderson
Veronica Armstrong
Shirley Backaway
Ian & Arliss Beardmore
Susan L. Billingsley
Brenda Reynolds
Sheila Brew
Willia & Carell Colvin
Margaret Comiskey
Barbara Kissuras
Ronald & Marilyn Loyer
Janice Macrae
Larry Meyer
Robert Mitchell
Suzie Ong
Shirley Rampton
Gail Screaton
Susan Stolberg
Ralph & Jennifer Stuart
Ted Wormeli
Dana Zendrowski
Anonymous (2)

Supporting Cast
$25 - $99

Fabiana Parra-Avila
C. Bailey
Donna Baron
Brooks Family
Scott Bruce
Drew Carlisle
William Cartwright
Jason Chong
Barbara Creighton
Ashley Currie
Glen Davis
Lynne Margot Davis
Chris Emery
Mirjana Galovich

Cheryl Garner
Ian Graham
Margaret Hewlett
Elizabeth Ho
Elaine Hsu
Irwin Family
Lorraine Kaczor
Tracy Kan
Brenda Khoo
Brigitte Knapen
Julia & Andrew Kwan
Lai Hung Mak
Diane Minichiello
Alice Kwong Ng
Debbie & Sheldon Nider
Bernie Papke
Jennifer & David Price
Rachel Qian
Virginia Rovers
Rod & Laurie Scheuerman
David Sims
Tyler Sork
Hengchang Tang
Francis YK Wan
Rein Weber
Catherine Willis
Katherine Yeo
Karen & Allan Zeller
Betty Zhang
Lynn Zhou
Anonymous (6)

We make every effort to ensure accuracy in terms of individual donor acknowledgment. We apologise for any
discrepancies. Please contact us at development@gatewaytheatre.com if you have any questions or concerns.

mailto:development@gatewaytheatre.com
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